Before deciding to delay catheterization, one must evaluate the factors concerned: (1) symptoms, the least reliable measure, (2) heart size, similarly of limited value, since the reliability of the radiograph to determine concentric hypertrophy is low, (3) electrocardiogram, usually but not always completely reliable, since it is dependent upon right ventricular hypertrophy, and (4) growth and development. If serious abnormality is present in any of these, catheterization should be done.
Before deciding that stenosis is mild enough to delay operation, one should obtain an evaluation of the valve size, using as exact methods as possible, at the same time recognizing the influenee of approximation factors and the sources of error involved in the clinical application of Gorlin's formula. It has been widely appreciated that 
